PESQUISA-Vol.10, Issue-1, May2025 ISSN-2455-0736(P)
www.pesquisaonline.net ISSN-2456-4052(E)

HIJRA CULTURE AND THE CONCEPT OF
ARDHANARISHVARA: ASTUDY BASED ON THE
MOVIE 'ARDHANAARI"
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ABSTRACT

Hijras are a community in the Indian subcontinent that is well
Key Words: known for a number of reasons and rituals. The hijra

community is heterogeneous and has been known in the
_Gend_er, Gender historical context for millennia, forming a key part of rituals
identity, in Hindu culture, celebrating marriages and child birth. Due
Genderfluid, to their long-standing marginalization in mainstream social
Transgender, and cultural settings, the hijra community continuously
Hijra, Transsexual, strives for recognition. They have been portrayed both
Bisexual, negatively and positively in literature and in films. This
Pansexual, article aims to investigate how Hijras are depicted and

represented in Malayalam Films.

Considering the positive and negative portrayals of hijra
characters in Malayalam movies, we attempt a study to
comprehend the evolution of Hijra representation. This
article mainly examines the portrayal of hijras in the
Mollywood movie Ardhanaari (Santhosh Souparnika, 2012).
The film inspired by the Hindu deity Ardhanarishvara, a
fusion of Shiva and Parvati that represents the amalgamation
of male and female energies. This name perfectly
encapsulates the film's central theme, signaling its in-depth
examination of gender fluidity and the complex journey
transgender individuals face within society and their
emotional realms.

Socialization,
Performativity
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